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1. GMDN Website – Advanced Search – Step-by-Step Guide (non-basic users) 

 
This is a Step-by-Step Guide for searching for GMDN Codes using the Advanced Search 
function on the GMDN website. It is available for all users, except those with a basic 
membership account. 
 
The Advanced Search uses the structured hierarchy of the GMDN Categories to allow users 
to find GMDN Terms using a ‘top down’ search. To access the Advanced Search: 
 
1. Logon to the GMDN Database using your Username and Password. 
 
2. Click on Advanced Search on the Terms drop down menu.  
 

 

 
 
3. The Advanced Search displays the eight Category headers which group the GMDN 
Categories. For example, Categories such as Tissue reparation devices, Endoscopic devices, 
In-vitro diagnostic devices (IVDs) fall under the Device Function header, , Cardiovascular 
devices, Neurological devices, Orthopaedic devices etc fall under  Anatomical Speciality 
and so on. The structure of the hierarchy is revealed by clicking on the arrows to display the 
Categories under each Header. 
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4. The list of GMDN Terms in each GMDN Category is revealed by clicking on the Category. 
The Term Definition is revealed by clicking on the Term Name. By clicking on the Details link, 
you can see more information relating to that Term, including a translation of the text, if 
available. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
On each ‘Terms Details’ page is a breadcrumb trail of all Categories linked to that GMDN 
Term. These are all functional links, which lead back to the hierarchy on the Advanced 
Search page. 
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5. You can also multi-select up to five different GMDN Categories to narrow down your 
search for a GMDN Term . The example, below shows the result of a multi-select search, 
using the Bariatric Therapy Devices GMDN Category under Device Function and Gastro-
Urological Devices GMDN Category under the Anatomical Speciality node.  
 
The resulting 35 GMDN Terms have both of these categories in common. These can be 
further refined to create a shorter list of Terms to choose from, by selecting more 
Categories. 
 
Additionally, the Advanced Search page also has independent scroll bars for the GMDN 
Categories and GMDN Terms so you can move up and down each column.  
 

 
 
6. You can also further filter the results by keyword which will highlight within the GMDN 
Terms As in the example below. This search filter highlights the occurrence of the keyword in 
the Term name and the definition. 
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7. If you select the Options tab there are several additional choices for further filtering and 
settings.  
 

 
 

8. You can select a different language settings within the Options tab from the drop-down 
filter. 
 

 
 

9. You can also filter by General Medical Device (GMD) or In Vitro Diagnostic (IVD) 
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10. You can also include obsolete GMDN Terms within your search if required. However, 
please note that obsolete GMDN Terms should not be used by any manufacturer for 
product registration or UDI purposes. They are included for reference purposes only. If you 
are in doubt about Term assignment or cannot find an appropriate active Term for your 
device, please contact the Term Development Team via the Enquiry service. 
 

 
 
11. You can select how many rows of GMDN Terms are displayed per page (Max. 1,000). 
 

 
 

12. You can also choose to show the GMDN Term Definition as well.  
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13. Another way of searching for a GMDN Category is to use the Find Category tool.  
 

 
 
14. Type in a keyword for your search and select ‘Go’ and it will bring up the relevant GMDN 
Categories. Please note this search is based on keywords identified in the Category names 
only, it does not search by GMDN Term.  
 

 
 

 


